PRESS CLIP

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS, Delhi

Publication :
Date :

Xerox' embedded technology: From fiction to science
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Leading Parc researchers are working in
India at a specially set up lub with experts in
robotic/embedded systems from the [ndian

, Instituteof Technology. designersrom National
School of Design. Ahmedabad, and National
Institute of Information Technology. The net-
work of museums including Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Art, New Delhi, NGMA,
Mumbai, and Asta Society. New York, are also
partol the project.

The project was initiated eight months ago
andanamount fo$300,000 hasbeen investedin
the project ill now. Elaborating on the project.

MrMakkuniexplains, “Theinnovation shiltsthe
documentation presentation paradigm [rom
screen-based presentations to digital presenta-
tion in 3D —aricher and more dynamic form of
surroundsight and sound. The interface gadgels
which when held in hand und touched, unfold
the environment of Banaras — the Ghats. the
temples, the Shivlings, the Mlowing river, the
priests, the cremation points.”

For Mr Makkuni, if “it was o unigue example
ol how arl, cullure and technology converge on
one-platform”, for me, it was simply ‘communi-
cation beyond the desk top and mouse’. Here is
how. On completion of the project, one can
manipulate remote cameras and robolicarmsin

Banaras. Forexample, manipulating a handheld
box painted with a particular architechiural
molil causes the Web-based camera in Banaras
tolocuson atemple constructedin similar archi-
tectural style.

Still other commands allow the user to virtu-
ully bein Banaras— take partin ceremoniesand
make offerings of lowersin the Ganges through
Lelerobotics. Incidentally, the embedded system
technology allows the use of Internet for com-
municalion.

The technology uses high-louch portals like
(he knowledge-egg, multimedia paper, wearable
compuling as also portals with embodied user
interfaces like tili-based browsing. gestural

interfaces and multi-level physical and virtual
documenls, There were archilectonic space,
buckdrops. lighting systems, aroma. wind
elfects, expanding way beyond the boundaries of
the screen.

The vision driving the project is the new
information paradigm which would make com-
pulers a part of the social architecture, a part of
everyday objects. The presentation will now
travel Lo dilferent cities in India as also (o New
York undLos Angelesnext year. Oncompletion ol
the project In September, CD-ROMS and palm
documentswould be launched as part of the pro-
ject. The Crossing, will then finally move the
technology from the lubs to the people. ®






